Children and National Savings — David Gray

During the Second World War, the majority of young children would have been saving some small

portion of their pocket money to aid the war effort. Most would have been encouraged at school,

but also, friends and family would have been involved in making this possible, especially for the very

young. They would have either been saving penny stamps on a card, or would have held a National

Savings Stamp book, in which they would have stuck the savings stamps they purchased in order to

buy Savings Certificates. They would then have been in possession of a National Savings Certificate

book that the Certificates were kept in.
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Michael Geoffrey Hallam Brown was one such schoolboy. Michael
was born on the 16th July 1930, his father was Claud Leslie Barnacle
Brown, a Clerk of Holy Orders who in 1939 was of The Rectory,
Cosford, Suffolk. Michael had a sister, Pamela Marion Bremner
Brown, who was three years older than him. Michael’s National
Savings Stamp Book, left and below, shows on the back page that is
was issued on 1st March 1940, when he was still only nine years
old. His address at that time was Thorpe Morieux Rectory, Bury St
Edmunds, which must have been his father’s address, as the 1939
Registry has Michael living at 36 Bracondale, which was a private

boarding school in Norwich.
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At the end of September 1944 Michael started at Kings College, Taunton, and gained his School

Certificate in July 1947. | am not sure if Michael left school after taking his exams, in which he gained

six credits and a distinction, but we do know he died on the 10th May 1948, still only seventeen.



‘The Aluredian’ was, perhaps still is, the school magazine of the
Kings School, Taunton. The July 1948 issue gives a report about
Michael at the school and records his death. The story states,
‘We at Kings who lived and worked and played with Michael
Brown have for a little while lost sight of a very beloved friend.’
Michael was in the Rover Scout Crew, a Prefect at the school
and a Server in the chapel. ‘He was rock steady and
reliable...and walked his world with unconscious dignity...evil

passed him by, there was no abiding place for it in him.’

It finishes, ‘We have gained much by his being here and lost
much by his passing on. He was the “gentil parfit Knight.” May

his soul rest in peace.” Michael was following in his father’s

footsteps as the story records that ‘Never a day passed by, but

Michael Geoffrey Hallam Brown  he might be seen praying in the school chapel’.

Michael’s National Savings Certificates book below shows that it still contains two unredeemed
Savings Certificates. The book was opened at Lavenham, Sudbury, Suffolk, and rubber stamped on
18th February 1941 which was when the first Certificate for fifteen shillings was purchased and

stamped. Later, on the 10th August 1943, Michael purchased two units (one Certificate), to the value

of £1. 10s.
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We don’t know the circumstances of Michael’s death. Whether it be accident or illness, the fact
remains that he studied hard, was a model pupil, clearly was ready to follow in his father’s footsteps

and played his full part in helping to save for his country’s freedom.



As | have mentioned, Michael had a sister, Pamela Marion Bremner Brown who | believe was born in
1927. Pamela’s National Savings Stamp Book below, was issued on the 12th May 1940. Pamela’s
address is given as St Brandon’s, The Palace, Wells. ‘St. Brandon’s’ was a boarding school for girls
located at Clevedon in Somerset. During the Second World War the school was evacuated to The
Bishop’s Palace, Wells. The Book was issued by the 167th (St Brandon’s) Savings Group. The stamps
in the book are the old type, issued before the ‘Flaming Flag’ stamps that appear in her brother’s

book.
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Later, Pamela received a different Savings Book below, the book has the date of issue of September
25th written on the back. This type was introduced in June 1940, and this one contains the later type

of stamps.

The book has a new
address on it of Thorpe
Morieux Rectory, the

same as the address on

her brother’s book.
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Pamela Brown was at St. Brandon’s in The Palace at Wells during War Weapons Week. Wells and
District had their Week from 14th to 21st June 1941, and it was opened by Field Marshal Sir Cyril
Deverell. The Field Marshal, who had once been Chief of the Imperial General Staff, had retired from

the army in 1937.

From notes that Pamela made in pencil on a copy of the

War Weapons Week Souvenir Programme, it seems that

WELLS AND DISTRICT she went on most days of the Week to see the
WAR WEAPONS WEEK
SOUVENIR exhibitions and displays. Pamela wrote her name and
=——PROGRAMME=—=—= .

June 14th to 21st, 1941 Form number (IV B) in the top corner of the programme
,u,gifj “T,}E’s?}/u cover left. In the list of people on the first page, serving

SIR CYRIL DEVERELL N _ .
e e on the Publicity Committee, Pamela underlined the name
E\é of ‘Miss Almond St. Brandon’s’. Miss Almond must have

N

PRICE - SIXPENCE been a teacher. The programme goes on to state that the

PROCEEDS TOWARDS EXPENSES

target for Wells and District during the Week was

£55,000, enough to buy a motor torpedo boat.

The programme follows the usual pattern of announcing

what was happening in the town on each day. The first

day was Saturday June 14th against which Pamela has
noted ‘Rangi’s birthday.” At 3pm after the parade had
assembled and the National Anthem had been played, but before the Field Marshal had given his
introduction, Pamela has written ‘This is where we left the Market Place.” At 3.30 pm the Indicator
was unveiled and Pamela has written the first day’s total down as £45,211. On Sunday June 15th the
programme stated that if wet, the open air service would take place in the Cathedral. Pamela has

noted, ‘It was very fine thankyou.’

On Monday June 16th at 3pm it was the official opening of the Children’s Poster Exhibition, with
Savings Stamps given as awards. At 6.30pm the indicator was raised, and Pamela notes, £57,?7?7.
Along the margin (see picture on following page), Pamela has written, ‘Ipm — Monday. His Worship
the Mayor & the Mayoress honoured us by their presence at lunch in the Dining Hall. They afterwards

honoured us with inspecting our form rooms.’
On Tuesday June 17th the Indicator was raised again to a total that Pamela records as £74,581.
On Wednesday June 18th the Indicator recorded a new total, noted by Pamela as £88,109.

There is no entry for Thursday, but on Friday June 20th Pamela records a new total of £116,194. 60



On Saturday June 21st Pamela notes a final total of £142,204. Far in excess of the £55,000 target.
Also on Saturday the programme states that a German Messerschmitt Aeroplane would be exhibited
on the Green near the entrance to the Bishop’s Palace during the Week. Pamela notes, ‘I never saw

it. It was taken away on Friday.’

MONDAY - - JUNE 16th
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at the SMALL Harr. The Mayor will sntroduce MR, -
DoNALD HUGHES, the well-known Bristol artist, who will g
judge the Posters and award Savings Certificates and .
S other Prizes fo the successful competitors. Admission =
Sor children to this Exhibition will be by the purchase
of a 6d. Savings Stamp, and for adults by payment of
1/-, 6d. of which will be returned in the form of a Savings
Stamp. This Exhibition will be open dasly from Monday
to Saturday from 3 pm. to 5 pom.

6.30 pm. THE MAYOR will proceed to the INDICATOR 1
to register the latest total. £ 5 °7 7 L

3%
7.30 pm. HOME GUARD DEMONSTRATION in

the RECREATION FIELD. Special Speaker :
LievT.-CoL. J. MCDONNELL.

9 pm.—2 a.m. DANCE in the TowN HALL. AL LEVER

AND His BAND from the WINTER
GARDENS, WESTON-SUPER-MARE. Admission  4/-.
Special Speaker: MR. J. P. UNDERDOWN.

THE CINEMA VAN will tour the villages of Dulcote,
Dinder, Horrington, Chewlon Mendip, Priddy, Draycott,
Rodney Stoke, and Westbury-sub-Mendip, during the
day, under the direction of Mr. Philip Williams.

TUESDAY - - JUNE 17th

6.30 pm. THE MAYOR will proceed to the INDICATOR
to register the latest total. ¥ v\ 5 F
7.30 pm. A.R.P. DISPLAY in the MARKET PLACE.
Special Speaker: THE VERY REv. THE
DeAN oF WELLS. Music by the COMBINED BANDS OF
WELLS and SHEPTON MALLET.

THE CINEMA VAN will tour the villages of Wookey
Hole, Easton, Wookey, Henton, Godney, Coxley, Polsham
A and North Wootton throughowt the day.

LT.-COL. DENNIS C. BOLES, M.P.

Wells & District War Weapons Week Souvenir Programme

I'm not sure if this Wolverhampton Schools National
Savings badge represented all schools in Wolverhampton
or was related to specific schools. | do know there was a
Wolverhampton Schools Football Association which was in
being during the Second World War. It may be that it was
issued to the football players or could well have been
made to be distributed to all school children in

Wolverhampton to encourage National Savings.




Another little girl who was saving her pocket-money, this time only six years old, was Shirley Dale.
Shirley was born on the 2nd January 1934. She lived at 28 Myddelton Park, Barnet, North London

with her brother, her father Percy, and mother Nellie.

PlLir Dot~

Member's Name

SAVINGS
STAMP BOOK

Date of issue) 3 > (9o
i Talleend B e

Member's Holder's)
Regd. Number for ...
Savings Certificates )

National Savings Movemen!

Issued by the

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS

NATIONAL SAVINGS COMMITTEE

LONDON

7" THIS BOOK BELONGS TO :—

Signature|

of .owner|

N.BETh the case of a young child, & parent or guardian may
sign adding * F;:D(:hlm'x mmej ",

Surname i L &
FuIINChrlst'lan[ SWJ oy e -()ammlq
Full P:\ln;‘:lisess : 15 F—v‘dd-bu:rn lDO(P?
Issued by The ‘(OCVQ ‘ LC s JC‘\M’(
National Saving roup

Nember. | 3 b Al’ R working
In conjunctioh withany branch of the
POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK

and with

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS

SIXPENNY SAVINGS STAMPS, which can be bought
from the Hon. Secretary of a Savings Group or
at any Post Office or Trustee Savings Bank, should
be affixed in this book BY THE OWNER in the
order shown.

ONLY 6d. National Savings Stamps may be used.
Stamps may only be detached by an Honorary
Officer of a Savings Group or at a Post Office or

Trustee Savings Bank.
(For further information seg inside of back of cover.)

GREAT CARE should be taken of this bock as the
value of lost stamps cannot be made good.

SAVINGS GROUP OR AT A" POST OFFICE OR TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

STAMPS MAY ONLY BE DETACHED BY AN - HONORARY OFFICER OF A

As can be seen above, Shirley’s Savings Book was issued on 3rd May 1940. She was a pupil at
Oakleigh Infants School, Whetstone London. The school was Savings Group 136A/1/4. Shirley didn’t
stay in London for very long after the war started because she was evacuated to Letchworth in

Hertfordshire which was believed to be much safer than inner London and away from the bombing.



Shirley was killed at the age of 6, only a few months after
her Savings Book was opened. Ironically, having been
evacuated to Hertfordshire, she was knocked over and
killed by an army truck on the Norton Village Road,
Letchworth, just a few months later. The tragedy
devastated not only her parents, but her brother too, who
was just 11 years old. He kept her Savings Book as a sort
of memento, along with a letter Shirley had written to the
family after her evacuation, in July 1940. The pencil-
written letter below really brings home the significance of
the Savings Book to him, and probably explains why the

stamps were never redeemed.

Shirley Dale

The letter has the address, 44, Green Lane

vy ~___~— Letchworth, Herts, and is dated 28 July.

N “Dear mum and Dad, just a line to say we are
having a fine time with Sheila and Pat. It is a

lovely day today and | went for a walk with

y e Sheila and now we are tired. | bought two left
: ; LV'C i =P Q) » shoes with me so will you send me a right
by ; g 1 _\ﬁ;ﬁ e ___.,__/ shoe. Did Arthur come up mum on Friday.
) {\/ PR “ (O . With love from us all Sheila, Pat and all. Does
; lr’ ; ‘ [ b_' (L= \/\ £ Cl Florrie still kiss Roy xxxxxx From Shirley, don’t
z okl BRoes " 88 lough”
1 G a2
=
Qs

After | put this story on the website, Simon Wilson carried out some research of his own regarding

little Shirley Dale and has forwarded the following newspaper report of the terrible accident which



took poor Shirley’s life. As we can see, Shirley was not the only person involved in the accident which

could well have been a great deal more serious.
WARNING TO ARMY LORRY DRIVERS

“I trust that this case will be a warning to all Army
drivers in this district and that they will remember
that except in cases of emergency they must comply
with the law the same as civilians,” said the Hitchin
District Coroner Mr. F. R. Shillitoe, when recording
his verdict of accidental death at the inquest at
Letchworth Hospital on Friday on Shirley Dale, aged
six, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Percy J. Dale, of 28,
Middleton Park, Whetstone, who was temporarily
living with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J. Dale at
‘Springfield,” 44, Green Lane, Letchworth. She was

knocked down and killed by an Army truck.

Witnesses described the speed of the vehicle as “high” and “too high for the bend.”

The lorry also knocked down and injured Mrs. H. P. Goodwin, of 49, Common View, Letchworth, and
her two children, Audrey, aged 15 months, and Maurice, aged three; and Eric Buick aged six of 180

Glebe Road, Letchworth, who were on the pavement at the time.

The accident occurred at Norton Village on October 9™.”

(Biggleswade Chronicle Friday 1** November 1940.)



